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MHRD has approved anew program entitled Global Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN) in
Higher Education aimed at tapping the talent pool of scientists and entrepreneurs,
internationally to encourage their engagement with the institutes of Higher Education in India
so as to augment the country's existing academic resources, accelerate the pace of quality
reform and elevate India's scientific and technological capacity to global excellence. In order
to garner the best international experience into our systems of education, enable interaction of
students and faculty with the best academic and industry experts from all over the world and
also share their experiences and expertise to motivate people to work on Indian problems.

A one week GIAN program on “Neural Actions of Psychotropic Drugs” at Dr. Harisingh Gour
Vishwavidyalaya, Sagar would be a leading program for sharing of “knowledge and
technology” from foreign expert to Indian researchers; especially for researchers in the area of
neuroscience, aspiring to lead in diagnostics and therapeutics. The invited foreign faculty
Professor Jelena Radulovic, is an internationally acclaimed researcher with expertise in the
field of neuronal networks, signal transduction pathways and gene responses related to
memory and fear.

The objectives will be covered by providing exposure to basic research strategies used to
assess psychotropic drug actions and their suitability as therapeutics. The course will also
offer awareness about the psychotropic drugs and their socio-economic burden in context to
the Indian society as well. Organization of MHRD-GIAN program at remotely located, yet well-
equipped, Dr. Harisingh Gour Vishwavidyalaya, would be of great importance to the
researchers in the area and to draw new lines in neuroscience. The program may also lead to
develop new networks and consortium between the two nations by bridging scientific
developments, exchanging academic support and providing better opportunities in human
health.

ABOUT THE FOREIGN FACULTY

Prof. Jelena Radulovic, M.D., Ph.D., Depatrment of Psychiatry and
Behavioral Sciences, Feinberg School of Medicine, Northwestern University,
Chicago, USA with a dual appointment in the Psychiatry and Behavioral
Sciences and the Pharmacology departments. Dr. Radulovic was also
installed as the Dunbar Professor of Bipolar Disorders. Dr. Radulovic studies
the molecular and cellular mechanisms by which memories of stressful
events contribute to anxiety and depression-like behavior. Specifically, her interests lie in
neuronal receptors, signal transduction pathways and gene responses. Currently she is
focusing on the characterization of the roles of the hippocampal serine/threonine kinases
cyclin-dependent kinase 5 (Cdk5) and extracellular signal-regulated kinases (Erk 1/2) in
memory formation. Their research group combines behavioral mouse models with molecular,
biochemical and immunohistochemical approaches to unravel the roles of these signaling
pathways in vivo.

Dr. Radulovic's long-term goal is to elucidate the key brain mechanisms linking cognitive and
emotional processes and identify novel targets for treatment of anxiety and depression. Dr.
Radulovic has contributed a great deal to the scientific community. She has more than 100
publications, which have been featured in prestigious journals like Learning and Memory,
Neuron and Nature Neuroscience. She is currently editor for the journal Behavioral
Neuroscience. Sheis fluentin English, German, Serbian, Italian and French.







